
This booklet in-

cludes a profile of 

each of the guinea 

pig buddies from 

The Guinea Pigs‟ 

Storybook series. 

Find out their hair 

colors, favorite 

items, and things 

they have said in 

the series. 

    As an added bo-

nus, you‟ll find out 

about the real-life 

guinea pigs who 

inspired the books. 

The Guinea Pigs‟  

Storybooks  
Character Guide 
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The Guinea Pigs‟ Storybook Series 
 

The Guinea Pigs’ Summer Storybook 

The Guinea Pigs’ Fall Storybook 

The Guinea Pigs’ Winter Storybook 

The Guinea Pigs’ Spring Storybook 

 

Each book contains over 200 pages and at 

least 100 charming black-and-white illus-

trations. Each drawing contains at least 

one flower—can you find them all? (Note: 

The graphics within this booklet are snip-

pets of the actual illustrations, and don‟t 

contain flowers.) 

    Available online and from bookstores—

just search by title and author (Melissa J. 

Taylor). 
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Violet 

 
Violet is the eldest 

of the guinea pig 

friends. She‟s the 

only guinea pig 

friend who is a 

younger sibling, 

although her broth-

er is grown and not 

at home. 

    Violet makes a lot of mistakes. Most of her friends 

enjoy and put up with her many factual errors. 

 

Hair color: Buff 

 

Favorite things: Flowers 

     

Quote: “I love picking things, like flowers and scabs.” 

A Look at the 

Real Violet 

 
The real Violet 

was anything but 

bumbling. Here 

she is working on 

my sixth grade science project. She lived from the 

time I was nine to eighteen years old! Violet had an 

American parent and Abyssinian parent, resulting 

in a really unique ridgeback hairstyle! In the stories, 

this is represented by spiked hair. 
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Clover (Chloe) 

 
Clover, who prefers 

to go by her nick-

name (Chloe), is the 

prankster of the 

group. She has a bit 

of a naughty streak 

and doesn‟t always 

play by the rules.    

    Chloe lives on 

comic books and 

spooky stories.   

Although she can be difficult at times, her spirited 

nature also makes her a fun friend to have. 

 

Hair color: White 

 

Favorite things: Comic books 

     

Quote: “My dad has a dunking booth.” 

A Look at the Real 

Chloe 

 
The real Chloe, just like 

her fictional self, was ac-

tive and hyper. She never 

grew to be as large as an 

average guinea pig. 
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Henna 

 
Henna enjoys singing, 

and isn‟t afraid to do so in 

front of others. She also 

loves school. A Peruvian, 

Henna has longer hair 

than most guinea pigs. 

 

Hair colors: Tortoiseshell and white (red, black, and 

white) 

 

Favorite thing: Something (like a hairbrush or flash-

light) to sing into 

     

Quote: “Oops . . . was I singing off-key?” 

A Look at the Real Henna 

 
When young, 

Henna enjoyed 

being extremely 

vocal, which is 

why her book 

character is a 

singer. She abso-

lutely loved other 

guinea pigs and 

showed a lot of 

intelligence in dif-

ferent situations. This photo shows her with her 

typical haircut—just like the one Chloe gives her 

in “Rainy Day.” 

7 

Polly 

 
Polly is al-

ways, al-

ways hun-

gry. She 

would keep 

a carrot 

with her at 

all times if 

she could.  

    Polly 

has two 

little 

brothers 

and two little sisters. She likes being the oldest since 

she thinks she can do more than they can. 

 

Hair colors: White and black 

 

Favorite thing: Food 

     

Quote:  

“I had a carrot  

a moment ago,  

and now  

it‟s gone.” 

Polly isn‟t based on a real guinea pig. 
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Percival 

 
Percival lives with his par-

ents (and, in books three 

and four, his naughty ba-

by brother) in a home that 

his science professor fa-

ther is always redoing! 

Percival is the youngest 

friend, and some things are new to him. He sniffles a 

lot, especially to express when he doesn‟t like what‟s 

going on. But, in general, Percival is really patient. 

    Percival is the only boy in the group of eight 

friends, so each book contains four or five stories that 

focus on him. 

 

Hair color: Red 

 

Favorite thing: Super Cavy 

     

Quote:  

“This is a magnifying 

glass. I‟m searching for 

clues. But so far all I 

have seen are  

very big ants.” 

Percival isn‟t based on a real guinea pig. 
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Lilac 

 
Lilac is the 

brightest guinea 

pig in the group 

of eight friends. 

She‟s sometimes 

at odds with Vi-

olet, who thinks 

she knows eve-

rything. Yet the 

story “Knitting” 

shows that even Lilac can sometimes get things 

wrong! 

 

Hair colors: White and brown 

 

Favorite things: Books 

     

Quote: “I‟m reading an original poem by Lilac la Gor-

da. It‟s called „An Original Poem by Lilac la Gorda.‟” 

A Look at the Real Lilac 

 
Lilac cared about other guinea pigs and enjoyed be-

ing around them. 

She had a benign 

condition called 

“fatty eye,” which is 

why she wears 

glasses in the books. 
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Muffy 

 
Muffy is really shy 

and gentle. Because 

she‟s shy, Muffy 

doesn‟t like to be in 

big crowds, so it can 

take some encourag-

ing to get her to do 

things in groups. 

She enjoys reading and doing gymnastics. 

 

Hair colors: Lemon agouti and buff. The agouti color 

hair is black with yellow, so it looks brown from a 

distance. 

 

Favorite thing: Her teddy bear 

     

Quote: “I think my teddy bear feels cramped some-

times, having to share a room with me.” 

A Look at the Real Muffy 
 

Muffy didn‟t care too 

much for other guinea 

pigs—she much pre-

ferred to be with me! 

That‟s why she‟s shy in 

the books . . . she was in 

real life, too. Her char-

acter‟s love of her teddy 

bear is in honor of her being a Teddy guinea pig. 

 

Penguin 

 
Penguin is a 

creative 

guinea pig. 

Just about 

anything 

she thinks 

up, she can 

create. She 

knows how 

to do such 

crafts as 

knitting, 

sewing, and 

quilting. 

    She‟s really thoughtful, matter-of-fact, and not 

quite as bumbling as some of her friends. 

    Penguin lives with her mom and dad. 

     

Hair colors: White and black 

 

Favorite thing: Any craft 

     

Quote:  

“Hobbies  

help you  

relax.” 
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Penguin isn‟t based on a real guinea pig. 


